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INTRODUCTION 


| "The growth, triumph, and transformation of the 
Puritan spirit was the most fundamental movement of the 
seventeenth century".+ It drew much of its spiritual 
power from the Genevan source, which Calvin had been so 
skillful in constructing. Starting in a small way it gradu- 
ally gained a force which was felt throughout the entire 
life of England, and extended beyond the shores of this is- 
land. And because of its tremendous influenee some writers 
have sought to prove that Puritan Calvinism gave birth to 
capitalism and the capitalistic spirit. In so doing, how- 
ever, they have been partial to certain facts, and oblivious 
to others. "The capitalistic spirit", as someone has said, 
“is as old as history, and was not.. .the offspring of Puri- 


tanism."* If we could transfer ourselves to Venice and 


Florence of the fourteenth and fifteenth centuries, which 


were then nominally Catholic, we would find a great deal of 


this spirit in evidence. So, too, in the case of South Ger- 
many and Flanders. But the temper they exhibited was not 
necessarily due to the simple factor of religion, but largely 
to the fact that they were centers of great commercial and 
financial activity. On the other hand, vast economic move- 
ments were the cause of the economic development of Holland 
and England in the succeeding centuries. Among these are to 


1. Tawney, R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitalism,p.198 
2. Ibid, p. 226. 
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be found the Discoveries and the increase in the production 
of preaious metals. + Puritanism, Calvinism, or Protestant- 
ism cannot be claimed as the single seed from which capital- 
ism and its spirit sprang forth. Even so, we must not over- 
lock the fact that their influence may have restrained or re- 
leased that force to a certain degree. We do not lock arms 
entirely with those who stress the economic interpretation 
of history, and review religious changes as resulting pri- 
marily from economic movements alone. Material and psycho- 
logical factors must both be taken into consideration. The 
aim of this paper excludes, therefore, any effort to show 
that capitalism and its temper had their origin in the Puri- 
tan world. Its main purpose is to indicate how certain as- 
pects of Puritanism tended to stimulate and to fortify this 
spirit. In the ethics of this religious movement we find 
psychological conditions which gave impetus to that spirit 
which is so rampant in the twentieth century. To accomplish 
this objective we shall divide the discussion into two parts: 
the first will reveal the emphasis which Puritanism gave to 
the middle-class virtues, which together constitute an essen- 
tial element in the capitalistic temper; the second will dis- 


cuss the stimulous derived from the notion of "calling". 
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1. Smith, P., The Age of the Reformation, p.516. 
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One of the greatest contributions that Puritanism 
made to the spirit of capitalism was its constant emphasis 
on certain qualities which are generally known as "middle 
class virtues". Tawney registers the conviction that "Puri- 
tanism was the schoolmaster of the English middle classes. 
It heightened their virtues, sanctified, without eradicating. 
their convenient vices, and gave them an inexpungable assur- 
ance that, behind virtues and vices alike, stood the majestic 
and inexorable laws of an omnipotent Providence..."+ And 
Reinhold Niebuhr in his article Puritanism and Progress makes 
a statement which reflects in a measure the same thought. 
"Puritanism is in a sense a religious sublimation of the tra- 
ditional virtues of the middle class - the virtues of sobri- 
ety, honesty, and thrift." 2 But these qualities are not 
only typical of English middle classes, for we find them 
manifested in the same classes in other lands. Nor did Puri- 


tanism have a monopoly in stressing honesty, frugality, and 
industry. The Schoolmen also raised their voices in praise 


of these virtues. Be that as it may, the importent thing for 
us to note is the fact that the English sect did make a great 
deal of ado about the whole matter. In so doing it naturally 
influenced the mind in just such ways as were helpful to capi- 
talism, and fortified and enlarged the scope of the capital- 


istic spirit, which includes besides the desire for gain and 


1. Tawney,R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, p.21ll. 
8. Niebuhr, R., op.cit.. The Atlantic Monthly, June 1926.p.211. 
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the impulse of enterprise, exactly those elements of the 
middle class that we have pointed out above. This influence, 
moreover, may have been wholly unconscious, and, therefore,the 
more effective. 

In the first place we shall show precisely what the 
virtues are which the “bourgeois” upheld, and then, how the 
Puritan divines actually subseribed to them. Any one who 
has read The Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin has been 
initiated into the very heart of middle class philosophy and 
life. Industry, economy, and moderation reach their zenith 
in this book, and are well supported in the other writings, 
for example, Poor Richard's Almanac. Of the latter he himself 
wrote, "In 1732 I first published my almanac under the name 
of Richard Saunder; it was continued by me about twenty-five 
years, commonly call'd Poor Richard's Almanac. I endeavor'd 
to make it both entertaining and useful, and it accordingly 
came to be in such demand, that I reap'd considerable profit 
from it, vending annually near ten thousand. And observing 
that it was generally read, scarce any neighborhood in the 
province being without it, I consider'd it as a proper ve- 
hicle for conveying instruction among the common people, who 
bought scarcely any other books. I therefore filled all 
the little spaces that occurr'd between the remarkable days 
in the calender with proverbial sentences, chiefly such as 


inculcated industry and frugality, as the means of procuring 
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wealth, and therefore securing virtue;? it being more dif- 


ficult for a man of want to act always honestly as, to 


use here one of those proverbs, it is hard for an empty 


sack to stand upright." 


This writing was from an eighteenth century man, but 
the spirit which he manifested at that time may be found in the 
works of others of his time and also those of the four pre- 
vious centuries. Defoe's Complete English Tradesman (written 
between 1725-27), for instance, contains much of Franklin's 
sentiment. Mr.William Chadwick had this to say of Defoe, 
“He did more by his pen for the benefit of mankind than almost 
any English author that ever lived; for his Gomplete English 
Tradesman alone is, perhaps, one of the best books ever 
printed; a work which did much to form the character of the 
great American Benjamin Franklin, and was the very work which 
Franklin might have been supposed to have written - for it 
is characteristic of Franklin throughout - it is Franklin 
all over. This work alone ought to have handed down the 
name of Defoe with reverence; to the latest posterity of all 
true Englishmen."5 Then too, we have the many “Books for 
Merchants" and "Commercial Dictionaries" of the preceding 
century which encouraged business men to live industriously, 
frugally, and thriftily. But the same note was also sounded 
by the Spanish, French, and Italian husbandman of the sixteenth 


and the Florentine tradesman of the fourteenth and fifteenth 


1. The underlining is my own. 
2. Bigelow, John, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, pp.3206-7. 
3. Chadwick, W., The Life and Times of Daniel Defoe,1859, p.198 


quoted by C.W.Moulton in The Library of Literary Criticism 
Vol.III,p.43. 
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centuries. 

In the enumeration of the middle class qualities which 
together constituted an essential part of theearly spirit 
of capitalism, we shall employ the words of three men: the 
first, in order of time, is L.B.Alberti, a Florentine trades- 
man, whom Werner Sombart calls "the most perfect type of 
the "bourgeois! of the fourteenth century; the second is 
Defoe, an Englishman, who was intended for the dissenting 
ministry and actually received five years of training at 
Newington Green Academy; and the third is Benjamin Franklin, 
who, as he himself makes known to us in his Autobiography, 
was a Presbyterian trusting in a providential Diety and be- 
lieving "that all crime will be punished, and virtue reward- 
ed, either here or hereafter."2 All of these men emphasized 
industry and the economy of time, the economy of money, and 
the need of honesty in business. 

In the economy of the tradesman the first prerequisite 
is the saving of time. Franklin's insistence on this virtue 
is probably generally known. His cry is “Time is money". 
Dost thou love life, then do not squander time, for that's 
the stuff life is made of." And again, “How much more than 
is necessary do we spend in sleep, forgetting that the sleep- 
ing fox catches no poultry, and that there will be sleeping 
enough in the grave." "If time be of all things the most 


precious, wasting time must be.......... ... the greatest 


1. Sombart, Werner, The Quintessence of Capitalism, p.104, from 
which all of the quotations of Alberti and Defoe were 
obtained. 

@. Bigelow,John, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, p.185. 
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prodigality."+ He mentions Dr. Baird's comment in his 
Autobiography and calls our attention to the reason for his 
recital of it. "For the industry of that Franklin is su- 
perior to anything I ever saw of the kind; I see him still 

at work when I go home from the club, and he is at work again 
before his neighbors are out of bed.' I mention this indus- 
try the more particularly and the more freely, tho' it seems 
to be talking my own praise, that those of my own posterity, 
who shall read it, may know the use of that virtue, when 

they see ite, .effeots in my favour through this relation. "* 
The complete English tradesman, on the other hand, must avoid 
diversions of every sort because they consume time which 
spells disaster to the main undertaking of his life. "Of 
innocent diversions, as they are called, how fatal to the 
tradesman, especially the younger soert."5 When I see a young 
shopkeeper keep horses, ride a-hunting, learn dog language 
and keep the sportman's brogue upon their tongues, I will 

not say I read their destiny, for I am no fortune-teller, 

but I do say I am always afraid of them." And the trades- 
man from Florence should remember that “whoso loses no time 
can accomplish almost everything; and he who has the gift 
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1. Benjamin Franklin, The Way to Wealth, Discourse prefixed 
to "Poor Richard's Almanac" for 1757; to be found in 
Stedman and Hutchinson The Library of American Litera- 
ture, 1892, Vol. III, ppl7-320. 
8. Bigelow, John, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, p.156. 
3. Defoe, P., The Complete English Tradesman, 4th ed.chap.9. 
quoted by Sombaft,W., The Quintessence of Capitalism,p.115. 
4. Defoe, D., ibid. 
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of employing his time wisely will very soon be master of 
every circumstance. "+ And if he patterns his life after 
Alberti he might say, "I use my body, my soul, and my time 

in as reasonable way as may be. I try to save as much as 

I can of each, and to lose as little as possible." "To lose 
mot even one iota of that most precious good, Time (Cf. Frank- 
lin's saying " .. . ..between the remarkable days of the 
calender", which I have quoted above.), I follow this rule. 

I am never idle; sleep I flee from, and lay me down only when 
weariness overcomes me@..eee..-How I flee from sleep and idle- 
ness? I make it my business always to have some occupation. 
And to achieve my aim successfully, I provide myself every 
morning with a time-table for the day. (This sounds up-to- 
date, does it not,) I enumerate my duties, assigning to 
each a definite time. This shall be done in the morning, that 
in the afternoon, the other in the evening. In this wise I 
accomplish my tasks with perfect smoothness, almost without 
any effort.. .....In the evening before I retire to rest I re- 


call everything I have done.....I had much liefer lose sleep 


than time".° Clotho, Lachesis, and Atropos, the three fates, 
cannot help but be well disposed towards such as these who 
guard so carefully the thread of life which they spin, measure, 


and cut for each earthly being! 


1. Alberti, L.B., Del governo della famiglia,p.200, quoted by 
Sombart,W., ibid, p.109 

2. Alberti, ibid, p.166, quoted by Sombart., ibid, p.108. 

3. Alberti, L.B., ibid, p..165, quoted. by Sombart,ibid,p.109. 
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The very same feeling wells up in these "time-savers" 
when they consider the economy of money. One of the items 
in Franklin's list of virtues was “Frugality. - Make no ex- 
pense but to do good to others or yourself, i.e., waste 
nothing". 
"Get what you can, and what you get,hold; 
'Tis the stone that will turn all youg lead 
into Gold! 
He has much more to say of thrift, but let us hear what De- 
foe's man has to do in this regard. "Prudant management and 
frugal living will increase any fortune to any degree", and 
"if the expense is kept under the revenue, the man will always 
grow; if not, I need not say what will follow."° Furthermore 
a wise tradesman frees himself from all "(1) Expensive house- 
keeping or family extravagance, (2) expensive dressing or the 
extravagance of fine clothes,(3) expensive company or keeping 
company above himself, and (4) expensive equipages, making a 
show and ostentation in the worla."* And the Florentine tells 
us to "Beware of unnecessary expenditure as of a deadly foe"; 
“it is madness to spend one penny more than is absolutely es- 
sential"; "just as being a spendthrift is bad, so to be econom- 
ical is good, useful and praiseworthy"; "thrift is holy". "Do 
you know in whom my soul finds most pleasure, In those who 
spend their money on just what they need and no more, fayine 


by the surplus; these I call thrifty successful managers" .° 


—s 


1. Bigelow, John, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, p.194. 
2. Benjamin Franklin, The Way to Wealth. 

3. Defoe, D., ibid, chap.9, quoted by Sombart, ibid, p.116. 
4. ipic. ». 116. 

5. Alberti,L.B., ibid, pp.150-4, quoted by Sombart,ibid,p.107. 
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This sort of thriftiness, let us remember, is not that which 
results from the pressure of circumstance and so without the 
overjoyous inclination thereto on the part of the individual, 
but it is really an exercise willingly and gladly performed. 
You see then why it is a virtue. 

While time and money economy are being extolled, the 
value of honesty in trade is not overlooked. The last is just 
as essential for success in business as the first two. The 
gods usually have some way of revealing dishonesty, and such 
a revelation is,of course,very distressing, nay, disastrous 
to the welfare of anyone who dreams of a successful business 
life. It is necessary to be honest and to gain the reputa- 
tion of being so. One must live up to the specifications of 
the contract, pay his bills when due, and “keep his word". 


Such a characteristic pays well for it brings more business, 


and evermore business. Franklin, Defoe, and Alberti knew the 
value of such a reputation. As the last of these points out, 
the world soon learns.of the honest fellow, and comes gladly 
to trade with him. "There was never any one in our family who 
at any time broke his word.......we kept our promises simply 
and truthfully, and so we became known in Italy and in for- 
eign parts as great merchants." 

We have thus far reviewed a few of the virtues of the 
so-called "middle class". For many centuries back they have 
received recognition, and in many countries they have had their 
exponents. To have read the eulogy of the earliest writer is 


——=. 


1. Alberti, Della famiglia, pp.133-4, quoted by Sombart,ibid 
p.122. 
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to have felt the expressed feelings of the latest - their 
praise is one and the same. And today the exhortations of 
the past are actually engrained in the capitalistic system. 
The individual cannot overlook their necessity, for the ma- 
chine clicks along faster than the clock ticks, the system 
is so organized that not a particle can be wasted without 
being detected and remedied, and the "z00d name" of an es- 
tablishment is guarded with as much care as a Franklin would 
protect his reputation. Industry, time saving, frugality, 
and honesty make for wealth and reknown. "Seest a man dili- 
gent in his calling, he shall stand before kings, he shall 
not stand before mean men." Franklin stood before five in 
his day, and if he lived today the kings would stand before 
him! 

But what has the Puritan to do with all of this, Does 
he sing like praises, and proclaim like virtues? We believe 
that ample proof can be found in support of the opinion that 
the Puritan “was the Schoolmaster of the English middle-class- 
es". He, it is true, was not the first to make them out.He 
had learned of their blessing from the instructions of the 
past. Yet, and this is the significant part - the Puritan 
constantly emphasized these qualities, and, by so doing, un- 
consciously aided in strengthening the already-strong spirit 
of capitalism in this old world. We turn, then to listen 
to the voice of "ye holy men of old". And it will be pro- 


1. Bigelow, John, Autobiography of Benjamin Franklin, p.185. 
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‘fitable to make Richard Baxter their spokesman, for he is not 
only “the most interesting and picturesque figure among the 
old English divines", + but reflects, like many other religious 
men of his time, the virtues of the middle class in which by 
birth he found his lot. And that he was a force to be reck- 
oned with among the religious circles of his own day, is in- 
dicated most generously by the inscription carved on a statue 
which was erected on July 28,1872 in a public place in Kid- 
(o) 
derminster: 
"Between the years 1641 and 1660 
this town was the scene of the labors of 
Richard Baxter 
renowned equally for his Christian learning 
and his pastoral fidelity. 
In a stormy and divided age 
he advocated unity and comprehension 
pointing the way to the Everlasting Rest. 
Churchmen and Non-Conformists 2 
United to raise this memorial,A.D.1875" 
While others carved his eulogy in stone, he himself penned 
@ book just as monumental and just as enduring. Its full 
title is A_Christian Directory: or, a summ of Practical The- 
ology, and Cases of Conscience. The second edition was 
printed by Robert White, for Nevil Simmons, at the Sign of 
the Princes Arms in St. Paul's church-yard, 1678 It is di- 
vided into four parts, Christian Ethicks (or Private Duties), 
Christian Oeconomicks (or Family Duties),Christian Ecclesi- 
asticks (or Church Duties), and Christian Politicks (or du- 


ties to our Rulers and Neighbours). It aims to direct Chris- 


1. Currier,Albert H., Nine Great Preachers, 1912. p.113. 
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tians, teaching them "how to use their knowledge and faith, 
......tO improve all helps and means, and to perform all 
duties,.. ..overcome temptations, and to escape or mortify 
every sin."1 

The Puritan's insistence on the necessity of "redeem- 
ing the time" was ever deemed as a matter of the greatest 
importance and constant concern. He seemed to have an over- 
whelming “sense of time". He knew the value of every passing 
day. The precious minutes of his life were God-given; their 
expenditure, therefore, required careful supervision. To be 
thrifty in the use of one's moments was more important than 
to be economical in money-matters, because it involved the 
whole destiny of his being. "It is a more necessary thrifti- 
ness to be sparing and saving of your time than of your money", 
writes Baxter.* The reason given for this relative importance 
is that it affords an “opportunity for all those works for 
which he liveth, and whichhis Creator doth expect from him, 
and on which his endless life dependeth, the redeeming or 
well improving of it, must needs be of most high importance 
to him." 

Idleness and the profligate disuse of time were con- 
sequently condemned, nay, at times looked upon as sinful be- 
cause they endangered the soul. And Baxter goes to a great 
deal of pains to define sloth and idleness. "Sloth! he says, 
“signifieth chiefly the indisposition of the mind and body; 


l. Baxter,Richard, op.cit. Title page. 
2. Baxter, Richard, Christian Directory,1678.Tome L,Ch V.p.230. 
3. Ibid, p.230. 
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and idleness signifieth the actual neglect or omission of 


our duties. Sloth is an averseness to labour, through a 
carnal love of ease, or indulgence to the flesh. This averse- 
ness to labour is sinful, when it is a voluntary backwardness 
to that labour which is our duty. Having given such a 
definition he is careful to indicate those cases which donot 
fall under this ruling. He makes allowances for the sick, the 
aged, the weak, the restrained, and all those whose "disabil- 
ity is indeed an irresistible impediment". "It is not sloth 
or sinful idleness to omit a labour which we are unable to 
perform." ® Here, then, we see that sloth and idleness are 
described as a sin in all,but that does not preclude the fact 
that there may be a difference in the degree of sinfulness, 

“a far greater sin in some than in others".° The following 
examples:will indicate what is meant: "(1) The more sloth 

is subjected in the mind itself and the less it is subjected 
in the body the greater sin. For the mind is the nobler part, 
and immediate seat of sin. (2) The smaller the bodily dis- 
tempers or temptations are which seduce the mind, the greater 
is the sin: For it shews the mind to be the more corrupted 
and tainted with the disease of sin.... .(3):He is most sin- 
ful who is voluntary slothful....(4) That is the most sinful- 
sloth which is against the greatest duties....,(5) ...which 
prevaileth to the omission or negligent performance of our 


daty<..., (or 633°". -which is committed against the greatest 


Ll...ibid, Tome 1I.Chap.X,Pt.1, Tit.3,.p.378. 
a. Ibid. 
3. Ibid. 
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motives to labour and diligences: therefore, in that re- 
spect, a poor man'ssloth is more sinful than a rich, because 
he is under the pressure of necessity: and in another respect 
the rich man's sloth is worst, because he buryeth the great- 
est talents, and is idle when he hath the greatest wages."+ 

Besides defining and enumerating the various degrees 
involved in sinful slothfulness and idleness, the signs of 
their presence is set forth in striking number. To show what 
painstaking analysis the Puritan fathers went to in order to 
search out the symptoms of this fatal disease we shall pre- 
sent the entire list. "Sloth is a thing that is easily dis- 
cerned: the signs of it are, 


1. When the very thought of labour is troublesome 
and unpleasing, and ease seems sweet. 


2. When duty is omitted hereby and left undone. 


3. When the easie part of duty is culled out,and 
the harder part is cast aside. 


4. When the judgment will not believe, that la- 
borious duty is a duty at all. 


5. When that which you do, is done with an ill will, 
and with a constant weariness of mind, and there 
is no alacrity or pleasure in your work. 


6. When you do not more in much time, than you might 
do in less, if you had a willing ready mind. 


7. When the backward mind is shifting it off with 
excuses, or finding something else to do or at 
least delaying it. 


8. When you choose a condition of greater ease and 
smaller labour, before a laborious condition of 
life which in other respects is better for you.. 

9. When little impediments discourage or stop you... 


al. SL Va A ee 
1. Ibid. 
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10. When you make a great matter of a little business.. 


11. Lastly, the fruits of slothfulness use to detect 
it, in soul, and body, and estate: For it corrup- 
teth, impoverisheth, and ruineth ali." 1 


This is surely a remarkable diagnosis which shows that its 
writer has studied well in the school of life. 

To tell what ails a man is only half of the doctor's 
practice; he must also prescribe an order of life by which 
the patient will overcome his troubles. Here too, Baxter 
goes into great detail. “The first help against sloth is 
to be well acquainted with the greatness of the sin...God 
reckoneth it with heinous sins....Idleness is a temporary 
destruction (as to their use) of all the faculties of mind 
and body which should be exercised....; (a consumer of all 
the mercies of God.....; ..a robbing of God....; ..of your- 


selves....,...(and of) the Commonwealth...... 3+-..8 gregt 


consumer of time;....not a single sin, but a continued course 


of sinning... ..;...a destroyer of grace, and gifts and nat- 
ural parte.....3; ....a fruit of flesh pleasure....3....a 
strengthening the flesh against the spirit....;...the mother 
and nurse of many heinous sins....;... the season of tempta- 
tion..(and) Satans seed-time.... Idleness bringeth poverty; 
and it is a just and merciful chastisement of God to cure 
sin....." ® the eleven other directions may be briefly 
sketched: "Those persons must be extraordinary watchful 
against this sin of idleness whose constitutions, unhappy 


education, conditions of life or company, do most strongly 


kL. Ibid, p. 380. 
2. Ibid, p.38l. 
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tempt them to it." “Settle yourselves in a lawful call- 
ing which will keep you under a necessity of ordinary and 
orderly employment." "Take heed of excess of meat and drink 
and sleep." “A man-like resolution is an effectual course 
against sloth." "Take pleasure in your work and then you 
will not be slothful in it." "To this end be sure to do 
all your work, as that which God regitverk of you, and that 
which he hath promised to reward." "Suffer not your fancies 
to run after sensual delights; for these will make you weary 
of your callings." “Mortifie the flesh, and keep it in an 
obedient dependence on the soul." "Remember that time is 
short and death makes haste, and judgment will be just and 
that all must be judged according to what they have done in 
the body; and that your souls are precious, and Heaven is 
glorious, and Hell is terrible, and work is various and great, 
and hinderances are many; and that it is not idleness, but 
labour that is comfortable in the reviews of time; and this 
will powerfully expel your sloth." "Call yourselves daily 
or frequently to account how you spend your time and what 
work you do, and how you do it." "Watch against the sloth- 
fulness of those who are under your charges as well as 
against your own, 2 

Idleness, furthermore, gained through a pretense of 
religion is disapproved of. "Religion must not be pretend- 
ed for slothful idleness...The weak Christian is here more 


easily deceived, and made believe that religion will excuse 


lL. Ibid, p.381-2 
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aman from bodily labour; and, under the color of devotion, 
to live idly. 1 

While wastefulness of time was thus condemned as a sin, 
the redemption of time was extolled as a virtue. It was a 
tribute to any man's character to say that he was watchful of 
his hours. When men died, their biographers noted this quality 
as particularly virtuous. Of Rev. Joseph Alleine, for ins¢ance, 
it was said, "That he might effect all the excellent purposes 
of a holy life, he set a high value on his most precious time; 
and did, with so wise and holy forecast, each day redeem and 
fill it up, that he did not only not do nothing, but also not 
alittle, though in a little and short time. All companies 
did hear him proclaim the price of time....And the more re- 
markable was this holy thrift, because prophetical of his short 
uae here on earth,...-.it being not probable that he, who so 
great a haste to dispatch his heavenly work, should be long 
without his desired recompense." a 

If Paul wrote a paean in behalf of love, Richard wrote 
in praise of time-saving. In order to gain a clear compre- 
hension of the Puritan's point of view and to give some im- 
pression of his intense feeling in regard to the value of re- 
deeming the time we refer the reader to Baxter's work en- 
titled The Character of a sound, confirmed Christian. It is 
an admirable piece of writing which makes a tremendous im- 
pact upon anyone who reads it. Its spiritual earnestness 


can be felt in every line, and yet it breathes a spirit not 


1. Baxter;R.j; The Character of a Sound Confirmed Christian, 
XLVI,i to be found in Bacon,L. S.P.W. of R.OC. 
TOL; LL. p.95. 
&. Alleine,T. and Baxter,R.,Life and Death of the Rev.dJoseph 
Alleine, Chap.IX. p. 132. 
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unfamiliar to the capitalist who would heartily endorse Frank- 
lin's dictum "Time is money". "A Christian indeed is one that 
highly valueth time (Note: it is a Christian as well as a mid- 
dle class virtue); he abhoreth idleness, and all diversions, 
which would rob him of his time, and hinder him from his work. 
He knoweth how much work he hath to do, and of what consequence 
to his soul....He knoweth how short and hasty time is, and al- 
so how uncertain; and how short many hundred years is to pre- 
pare for an everlasting life, if all were spent in greatest 
diligence: and therefore he wondereth at those miserable souls 
that have time to spare, and waste in those fooleries which 
they call pastimes, even in stage-plays, cards, and dice,and 
long and tedious feastings, overlong or needless visits or re- 
creations. He marvelleth at the distraction or sottishness 


of those persons that play and loiter, and feast away precious 


hours, as if their poor, unprepared souls had nothing to ao, 


while they stand at the very brink of a dreadful eternity;and 
are so fearfully unready as they are. He taketh that person 
who would cheat him of his time, by any of these forenamed 
baits, to be worse to him than a thief that would take his 
purse from him by the highway. Oh precious time! How highly 
doth he value it, where he thinks of his everlasting state, 
and thinks what haste his death is making, and what reckoning 
he must make for every moment; what abundance of work hath he 
for every hour, which he is grieved that he cannot do! He 
hath a calling to follow, and he hath a heart to search, and 
watch and study, and a God to seek and faithfully serve; and 
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many to do good to; and an abundance of particular duties to 
perform in order to do every one of these. But alas! time 
doth make such a haste away, that many things are left undone, 
and he is afraid lest death will find him very much behindhand; 
and therefore he is up and doing, as one that hath use for 
every minute; and worketh while it is day, because he knoweth 
that the night is coming when none can work. Redeeming time 
is much of his Wisdom. He had rather labor in the house of 
correction, than live the swinish life of idle and voluptuous 
gentlemen, or beggars that live to no higher end than to live 
or to please their flesh; or to live as worldlings, that lose 
all their lives in the service of a perishing world. He know- 
eth how precious time will be ere long, in the eyes of those 
that now make light of it, and trifle it away as a contemned 
thing, as if they had too much. #7 


In view of this great emphasis on thrift in time, is 


it any wonder that “a man....is not lazy, but laborious. What 
pains he will take! What strength will he spend! How he 
will toil and moil at it early and late!"2 This is, indeed, 
a tonic for "ye olden economick enterprise". The capitalis- 
tic spirit undoubtedly found a staunch ally in such Puritan 
teaching, and yet, God knows, the present day capitalism is 
void of much of the spiritual drive which activated the 


Puritans. 


1. Bacon, Leonard,Select Practical Writings of Richard Baxter 
op.cit.XL.i,p.85-87. 
2. Mecklin, J.M., An Introduction to Social Ethics, p.33. 
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Another element in the Puritan preaching which streng- 


thened middle class ideals, and thus the capitalistic spirit, 


was ipwe value of thrift. Unlike the Mediaeval monk's ideal 
of poverty, the Puritan of the Reformation insisted on the 
blessing of riches and prosperity as a sign of God's favor.t 
Strangely enough, however, the use of this blessed gift was 
marked by an ascetic tendency. I+ is possible to exaggerate 
Puritan austerity overmuch as some writers have been fair 
enough to call to our attention. Mr.Wood, for example in his 
essay on The Influence of the Reformation on Ideas Concerning 
Wealth and Property claims that the Puritan was in many in- 
stances "not so much a fanatical kill-joy, as the champion 
of good taste", and that his "protests against some of the 
recreations of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were 
obvious in the interests of decency." 

Even so, Puritanism was not without its strict demands, 
which required the individual to guard his expenditures with 


a great deal of care. In the first place, the disbursement 


of wealth was necessarily a matter of thought, record, con- 


al. 


science, and apportionment. "Keep an account of your expensesy 


is the advice Baxter gives, “and peruse them before a fast or 
sacrament: and ask conscience how it judgeth of them: Yea, 

ask some holy prudent friend whether such proportions are al- 
lowable before God, and will be comfortable to you in the day 


ee EN ES A RT RES EE AES A EE AR 


1. Niebuhr, R., Puritanism and Progress,The Atlantic Monthly, 
June 1926, p.723. 

2. Sea a op.cit.,Property: Its Duties and Rights,Ch.VI. 
Pp. ° 
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of your extremity."* Nor was the Puritan opposaito appor- 
tionment, if he had lived to see our day, he would have 
heartily approved of our budget system, though hardly some 
of the items which we include in it. "Therefore it seemeth 
the prudentest way, to divide my expenses according to the 
proportion of others of my quality; some for the poor, and 
some to necessary charges, and some to actions due to civil- 
ity. The question is the proportions of each respectively. 


Where God hath made many duties constantly necessary, there 
all must be wisely apportioned. But entertainmens, recrea- 
tions, and other such...., which are not constant duties, may 
be sometimes good and sometimes sinful: and the measure of 
such expenses must be varied only by the rule....according 
to the proportion of the effect or good which is to follow... 
Therefore true prudence (without carnal byas) comparing the 
good effects together, which rationally are like to follow, 
is the only resolver of the doubt." 8 

In the second place, thrift was recommended as a duty 
and as an act of wisdom. The duty of frugality was defined 
as follows: "Necessary frugality or sparing is an act of 
fidelity, obedience and gratitude by which we use all our 
estates so faithful for the chief Owner, so obediently for the 
chief Ruler, and so gratefully to our chief, Benefactor, as 
that we waste it not anyother way." % “Wisdom, and duty, 


and real benefit, are contented with a little."4 


1. Baxter, R., Christian Directory, Tome IV.Ch.XXI,Dir.5,p.226 
Bev tesa, romesiV. Gh.XXI. Dir.1,p.233. 

Oo eta,) 7ome 1Y., Ch.XXI, Dir.1,p.325. 

S@Q7pieiea. Dir. 1, p.225. 
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How gladly would our Italian Alberti and our American Frank- 
lin have subscribed to such a noble dattadhes Is it at all 
surprising then that "the cheapest apparel must be chosen 
which is warm and comely, and fittest to the right ends",and 
that “we must come nearer those that are below our rank than 
those above atu, Alberti's happy thought had been, "If I 
postpone spending, the desire may possibly vanish, and I shall 
thus save what I had intended spending. If, however, the de- 
sire remains, at any rate I have sufficient time to look around 
for the cheapest way of getting what I want."8 

And as to recreation Baxter also sounds the note of 
cheapness: “We should choose the cheapest, and be at no need- 
less cost to them".4 Then, too, he praises those who give 


liberally out of their abundance to the poor, but adds that 


he is to be more highly commended "who is a good husband to 
the poor, as worldlings are for themselves, and frugally get- 
teth and saveth as much as he can, and denyeth all superflu- 
ities to himself and all above him, that he may have the more 
to give to pious and charitable uses" 4 Still is it not 
probable that any one who follows the first part of this ad- 
vice is apt to leave the last part unfulfilled, He who de- 
nies himself and those of his own, in order to save, is much 
more likely to deny the poor man, than he who is already lib- 
erally minded. 


» EvLd, Dinesl, p.sa4 

Alberti,L.B della Famiglia, p.198-9, quoted by Sombart, 
Quintessence of Capitalism, p.108. 

Baxter,R.,Christian Directory,Tome IV.Ch.XXI, Dir.1,p.223. 

Ibid, p.224. 
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When thrift is recommended as a duty and as a matter 
for much thought, it follows naturally in the third place, 
that luxury, unrestrained pleasure, and personal extravagance 
were heartily criticized as both wasteful and sinful. The 


Puritans, in this regard were undoubtedly more austere than 


the Lutherane.* They surely would never have endured "Luther's 


faith in the righteousness of good-living", nor tolerated that 
reformer's “breezy belief in the spiritual healthiness of 
banter and wine.” They were made of "sterner stuff" and led 
to seek the quieter pleasures of life. Worldly living and 
extravagant living met with equal disapprobation. "Subdue 
pride, and sensuality, and fancy, and you may escape prodi- 


gality."5 "'T must needs have this, or I must needs have 
that', is but the unsatiability of lust .#4 Of course, some 


things are necessary and others are delightful. The distinc- 
tion between the two is clearly made out: "Of necessity: 

some things are necessary to our being, and some to our felic- 
ity, and some but to our smaller benefits. Of delights:some 
delight is sinful, as gratifying a sinful humour or disposi- 
tion; some are necessary or wholly useful; and some are neces- 
sary either to our greater or our lesser good."5 In this 


light, therefore, the delights of the proud, covetous and 


1. Wood, H.G., Influence of Reformation on Ideas Concerning 
Wealth & Property, Property: Its Duties and Rights, Chap. 
VI.—p-153- 

+ mei, Dp. 154. 

- Baxter,R.,Christian Directory,Tome IV.Ch.21, Dir.3,p.225. 

* LDLG,. Dvace. 

+ Lbid, p.223. 
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lustful mind are not to be purchased; the needless delights 
are sinful even though they may be had "at the price of a 
farthing, or of a bit of bread, or of a minutes time: be- 
quse that is cast away which purchaseth it;" and even de- 
light in houses, sports, or creatures which “corrupt the 
mind" are to be shunned. 

The definition of wastefulness and prodigality is the 
antithesis of the one on frugality mentioned above. "Waste- 
fulness and prodigality is that sin of unfaithfulness, dis- 
obedience, and ingratitude, by which either by action or 
omission we misspend or waste some part of our estate to the 
injury of God, our absolute Lord, Our Ruler, and Benefactor: 
that is, besides and against his interest, his command, and 
his pleasure and glory and our ultimate end." The number 
of examples of this sin, which Baxter calls to the attention 
of his readers, is by no means small. It indicates once 
again how thorough going the Puritan mind was in dealing with 
those things which affected character and destiny. The ways 
of sinful wastefulness are: “pampering the belly in excess, 
curiosity or costliness of meat or drink"; "needless costly 
visits, and entertainments"; unnecessary sumptuous buildings"; 
“needless costly recreations"; Apoekeriie apparel"; "needless 
pomp and ostentation of greatness or curiosity, in keeping 


numerous retinue, and their gallantry, and in keeping many 


ue LOLG. p. 225 
8. Ibid, p. 222 
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horses, and costly furniture, and attendants"; "keeping 
a good house"; "cards and dice and other gaming; in which 
| mbilet men desire to get that which is anothers, they lose 
and waste their own"; "giving over great portions to chil- 
dren"; carelessness "in many small expenses or losses, be- 
cause they are but little things; “and there are many other 
ways of prodigality or sinful waste as in needless music, 
physick, books, gifts to servants, unlawful wars "which is 
the greatest sinful waster in all the worla" + 

The condemnation of prodigality and the praise of 
thrift was in a large measure prompted by the conception of 
stewardship and the common good, or the relief of the poor. 


Wealth was looked upon as a gift from God. And anything which 


came as a gift from such a source necessarily involved respon- 
sibility. No one held absolute ownership of anything, and 
this meant that each person would be held strictly accountable 
for what he was given. "You are not absolute owners of any- 
thing, but the stewards of God: and must expend it as he ap- 
pointeth you." % “This, therefore, is the thing that I would 
persuade you to: take yourself for God's steward....Let it 

be your every day's contrivance how to lay out your gifts, 
time, strength, riches, or interest, to your master's use."4 
Prodigality is sinful because it robs "God of the use and 
service due him in the improvement of his gifts"; “it is an 


injury to the Commonwealth"; "it is an inhuman vice, to waste 


1. Ibid, pp.222-5 

Ae PLD iss: Da Goo 

3. Baxter,R.,The Right Method for a Settled Peace of Conscience 
and Spiritual Comfort, Dir.25,to be found in Bacon,L.Select 
Writings of R.Baxter and his life, Vol.I.pp.450-1. 
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that upon pleasure, pride, and needless things, which so 
many distressed persons stand in need of"; "it....feeds 
| those lusts which (God) abhorreth"; "it engages many in 
trades and labours which are unprofitable" (i.e. to Godli- 
ness, not profitable in the capitalistic sense); “and in 
conclusion it prepareth a sad account, forthese wretches 
when they must answer at the Bar of God, how they have used 
all his gifts and talents". 

The ideal of stewardship may be enhanced and developed, 
but still it has limitations of a distinct kind. Mr.MacIver 


presents ae fact very clearly in his article on The Right 
of Ownership.2 He states that "it forms an admirable guide 
in the disposal and consumption of wealth; but it is far less 
adequate to furnish a constructive criticism of the institu- 
tion on which wealth, and poverty depend...It is apt to be 
over-complacent about riches and poverty, as though the ex- 
treme disparities of these were divinely ordered. It is 
scrupulous concerning individual rectitude, but less so con- 
cerning social unity. ...The Puritan brought the individual 
to the bar of judgment and on the whole left the institution 
alone". This criticism is in a measure just, as anyone will 
learn who peruses such a volume as Baxter's Christian Direc- 
tory. Still we heartily agree with Mr. Wood's appreciation: 
"however inadequate the idea of stewardship may be as a stan- 


dard of social obligation, and however, readily it may have 


1. Baxter R., Christian Directory,Tome IV.Ch.XXI, Dir.2,p.225. 


2. Outline of Christianity, Vol.V, pp.99-100. 
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degenerated into cant later on, it is to the credit of Puri- 
tanism that it succeeded in persuading many to take their 
stewardship seriously. In some instances it resulted ina 
| morbid introspection, but more broadly, it stimulated a 


healthy habit of self-examination, strengthened the power of 


self-control, and the sense of personal responsibility. Men 


took more thorough stock of themselves, and the keeping of 


accounts became a religious duty - a not insignificant fact ."1 


The Puritan ideals of economy in time and thrift are 


only two of the virtues which we found to be present in the 


2 


list of middle class qualities. The third to betreated is 
that which is commonly known as honesty. Here too the Puri- 
tans allied themselves with Alberti and Franklin, and inci- 
dentally with the call of the capitalistic spirit. Honesty 
is recognized by Niebuhr as that "without which the intricate 


credit relationships of modern business could not be main- 
tained".* He likewise mentions "the large place which such 
classes as the Dutch Huguenots had in the rapidly developing 
international commerce" due to their honesty. "There were 
many classes more wealthy than they, but they captured busi- 
ness because of their reputation for honesty among the under- 
writers of their projects."3 This same quality of honesty 


was also present among the Puritans of England, and their 


divines preached about its necessity with the same intensity 


1. Wood, H.G.,Influence of Reformation on Ideas Concerning 
Wealth and Property, Property: Its duties and Rights. 
Gh, 6G). p.l150. 
@. Niebuhr, R., Puritanism and Progress, The Atlantic Monthly, 
June 1926, p.723. 
mae. Lola. p.1s0. 
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that they stressed other virtues. In answer to the objec- 


tion that in the market it is taken for granted that "every 


man will get as much as he can have, and that Caveat emptor 


is the only security; and therefore every man trusteth to 


his own wit, and not to the fellers honesty", Baxter has | 
this much to say at least; "It is not so among Christians, 
nor Infidels who profess either truth or common honesty.. 
But there are no Tradesmen or Buyers who will profess that 
they look not to be trusted, or say, I will lye or deceive 
you if I can.... among sober persons in Civil Society and 
Converse, we must in reason and charity expect some truth 
and honesty, eit t presume them all to be lyars and de- 
ceivers, that we may seem to have allowance to be such our- 
selves..... we have no cause to make a market a place of meer 
deceit....0+ In the handling of wares it is becoming to a 
Christian tradesman to be careful of giving no false impres- 


sions. "It is lawful to dress, polish, dorn or set out our 
commodity, to make it seem as it is indeed, but not to make 
it seem better than it is.1? In borrowing money one should 
aim to pay it back on the promised day, and if that is imoos- 
sible to notify the creditor “and tell him of his necessity, 
and desire further time, and endeavour to pay it as soon as 
he is able".9 


The first part of our discussion has dealt primarily 


29. 


with that aspect of the capitalistic spirit which is disclosed 


— se 


1. Baxter, R.,Christian Directory,Tome IV, Ch.XIX, Tit.3,p.104. 
B. Udid;i-p. "103. 
Oe Leid, Tit 4, p.206. 
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in the so-called middle class virtues. We have endeavored 

to show exactly what these virtues are in the light of the 

_ teachings of Alberti, Defoe, and Franklin. The works of 
these men were seen to be tempered by the same ideals of 
economy of time, industry, thrift, and honesty. These quali- 
ties were recognized as the means for the accummulation of 
wealth. “To industry and frugality" Benjamin Franklin at- 
tributed "the early easiness of his circumstances and acqui- 
sition of his fortune".! But these virtues were not the ex- 
clusive delight of the tradesmen. We discovered that the 
Puritan laid a great deal of emphasis on exactly the same 
qualities. Richard Baxter, as the representative of his body, 
called for the redemption of time in wise employment, the 
frugal use of money, and the need for honesty. His ery was 
not unlike that of other contemporary preachers. And through 
out the spiritual meaning of it all was never lost sight of. 
The déstiny of man was ever present in the Puritan conscious- 
ness. But one thing he may not have been so clearly conscious 
of - that his emphasis on middle class virtues was in reality 


strengthening and fortifying the spirit of capitalism. It is 


in this regard that we see the close connection between Puri- 
tanism and the spirit which grips the world today. Puritanism 
probably never originated these virtues, but the fact that it 


lent them the voice of her pulpit and molded characters in 


conformity to their requirements was enough. 


—-— SS ee SS eee eee 


1. Benjamin Franklin, Autobiography, p.199. 
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In the first section we stressed the fact that Puritan- 
ism emphasized exactly those middle class qualities which as 
 @ unit comprise one element of the capitalistic spirit. Our 
next task is to show how the Puritan's conception of "calling" 
was a force which could not help but influence effectively 
the spirit of business enterprise. It is in the remarkable 
presentation of one's calling that many economists and histo- 
rians now see a close connection between Puritanism and the 
growth of capitalism.1 Some authorities believe that here 
is to be found a bridge by which society passed from the sus- 
picious attitude of mediaeval theologians and even some re- 


formers toward economic motives, to one which regarded them 


with more generous approval .@ Max Weber, the German sociolo- 
gist, was one of the first to make use of the idea of a "call- 
ing" as an argument for the economic virtues.3 And others, 
like Troeltsch and Tawney, have brought out the same argument. 
We shall also, in a measure, review its significance. For this 
purpose we divide our discussion into several parts: (1) the 
nature of the conception of a "calling" and, in particular (2) 
the calling of the tradesman. 

The nature of the Puritan conception of a "Calling" is 
easily made out in the works of those who were active in the 


movement. There we see that a temporal calling is a very 


Le; Mecklin, J.M., An Introduction to Social Ethics, p.32. 
2. Tawney, R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitali&sm, pp.239-40. 
3. Ibid, note 74, p.321. 
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necessary part of the Puritan's life, and is only secondary 
to that which is looked upon as spiritual. The latter, to 
be sure, is of first importance. It is the primary duty of 
the Christian to have a concern about his religious life. He 
is to know and believe in the Almighty One, for faith in him 
is the gateway of his salvation. Yet this reliance on faith 
is not to be one of mere profession, but rather one which 
culminates in activity and fruitful endeavor. Bunyan in his 
immortal allegory, The Pilgrim's Progress, gives us a hearty 
disapproval of a religious life void of achievement. He says 
of Talkative, “Religion has no place in his heart, or house, 
or conversation: all he hath lieth in his tongue, and his re- 
ligion is to make a noise therewith". And in the same sec- 
tionl where this loquacious fellow is brought to our atten- 
tion, Bunyan shares with us a remarkable bit of conversation, 
the point of which any Puritan would have discerned very 
quickly. 
Faithful, "Well I see that saying and doing are 
two things, and hereafter I shall better 
observe this distinction." 
Christian,"They are two things, indeed, and are 

as diverse as are the soul and the body; 

for, as the body without the soul is but 

a dead carcass, so saying, if it be alone, 

is but a dead carcass also. The soul of 

religion is the practical part...talking 

is not sufficient proof that fruit is 

indeed in the hart and life. And let us 

assure ourselves that, at the day of doom, 

men shall be judged according to their 

fruits. It will not be said then, Did you 


believe? but, Were you doers, or talkers 
only, and accordingly shall they be judged." 


1. Bunyan, John, op.cit., Fine Art Edition,1891.pp.86-96. 
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The temporal calling, on the other hand, is also of vital 
importance. It is a man's duty to engage himself in some 
sort of practical employment. “Praying in its season is bet- 
ter than plowing; but plowing in its season is better than 
praying, and will do more good, for God will more accept and 
bless it."+ He who would pray and meditate to the neglect 
of bodily and mental work "is as if your servant should re- 
fuse your greatest work, and tye himself to some lesser, easie 
part... God hath commanded you in some way or other to labour 


for your daily oread."* It is not necessary that all should 
engage in the same kind of labour. The important part is 
labour, for “action is the end of all our powers", the reason 
why “God maintains us and our abilities", and by which"God 
is most served and honoured". And with the same intensity 
Baxter stresses the need of a stated Calling “for the right 
performance of.. ...labours".* And when men are not "exer- 
cised in the more immediate service of....God", they are ad- 
monished to "be wholly taken up in (the) diligent business 
of.....(their) lawful callings".® The reasonsset forth for 
taking up a stated calling have the note of efficiency. One 
wonders if the efficiency experts of our time have not used 
Baxter as their text. "Out of a calling a man's labours are 
but occasional...., and so more time is spent in idleness 
than in labour". "A man is best skilled in that which he is 


used to;....-.will be best provided for it, with instruments 


Ve Baxter,R., Christian Directory,Tome IV,Ch.XXI,Sec.6,p.2283. 
8. Ibid. 

ae peed, Tomert,ch.&, Pt.1,tit.1,Dir.1, p.376. 

Sot Oia. Dil.e,. Deol’. 

Beeibia, Tome 1I,Ch.XIII, Pt.V,Tit.2,Ddir.2, p.336. 
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and necessaries;....doth it better than he could do another 
work, and so wrongeth not others, but attaineth more the ends 
of his labour;....doth it more easily - when an unused, and 
unskilled, and unfurnished, toyleth himself much in doing 
Giibley. caewEli do his work more orderly, when another is in 
continual confusion, and his business knoweth not its time and 
place, but one part contradicts another." "Therefore some 
certain calling or trade of life is best for every man. "+ 

The secular type of calling, moreover, is not restricted 
to a few, but extended to all. God has given to every man his 
appointed sphere of labor. “The great Governour of the world 
has appointed to every man his proper post and province. "* A 
Christian who is truly living up to his faith will delve into 
his particular sphere of operation with a peculiar and unre- 
mitting ardour; he is "laborious in his particular calling" .3 
Gentility does not excuse one from this requirement, even 
though his pride makes him feel "too good to labour".* Nor 
does riches allow one to shun a "profitable course of pains 
or labour", Yet wealth may permit a man to avoid a cer- 
tain "sordid sort of work, by making him more serviceable in 
other", but he is "no more excused from service and work of 
one kind or other, than the poorest man". And he adds some- 


what sarcastically, "Unless you think that God requireth least, 


a Toe, Tome 2, 6h. Xr Pted. Tit.1,, Dir.2, p.377. 

2. Steele,Richard, The Tradesman's Calling, 1684,pp.1,4, quoted 
by Tawney,R.R. Religion and the Rise of Capitalism,p.240. 

3. Bacon, Leonard, Select Practical Writings of Richard Baxter, 
BE eg Character of a sound,confirmed Christian, XLVI,1, 
p.95. 

4, Baxter,Richard, Tome IV, Oh.21,Dir.1, p.2285. 

S, ibid, p.aeo. 
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where he giveth most" 2 In fact Mr.Richman is bound to 
@ calling the more because of his wealth, "for he that hath 
most wages from God, should do him most work", in spite of 


the fact that “no outward want" urges him to it as in the 
case of the poor man. 

Then, too, the Puritan is to confine his activities to 
his own calling alone. He must watch his own grindstone and 


not busy himself with anothers. The constant message is to 
"live not out of your.. ..stated course of employment", % or 
"keep in the way of your placing and calling, and take not 
other men's works upon you without a call, under the pretense 
of doing gooa".4 And this admonition/further re-enforced by 
the direction to avoid avocations. "No man must...content 
himself with doing some little charres as a recreation or on 
the by." Mr. Thomas Adams means the same thing when he 
tells the individual to confine “himself to the circle of 
his own affairs" and not to thrust "his fingers in needless 
fires" .© 

Thought has a large place in the selection of a man's 
work. It is a matter of careful forethought and considera- 
tion, not a thing to be left to chance. It is a rational 
undertaking of the first order. Thus Mr. Steele exclaims, 
"God hath given to man reason for this use, that he should 


SyLWLO, tome 1, Co.L1ll, Bir.al,p.iLIt 

» bee erome 20h Soy iack Tit: Ly.Dir 401,) pv376 : 
 Loreerome th.) Gnesi, Dir.2l, p.1ll. 

TDiG 2 7Di F).,.155. 0 k10,; 

>, woke. 

. Tawney,R.H.,Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, p.242, 
the quotation is taken from Weber's work, p.96n. 
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first consider, then choose, then put in execution; and it 

'is a preposterous and brutish thing to fix or fall upon any 
weighty business, such as a calling or condition of life, 
without careful pondering of it in the scales of sound reason- 
ing? To change a calling, on the other hand, without tak- 
ing thought is not the action of a wise man. Greater reasons 


| for deserting one calling for another must be set forth than 


those which prompted him "at first not to obese ce it". "No man 
must take up or change any calling without sufficient cause 
to call him to it: But when he hath such cause, he sinneth 

if he change it not....God no where forbids men to change 
their employment for the better, upon a sufficient cause or 
call." Furthermore, in making any choice secure "the advice 
of some judicious faithful persons} who are familiar with the 


particular work which you desire to follow, “for they are 


best able to judge...their own profession".° 

And the Puritan is not adverse to weighing the finan- 
cial aspects of the whole affair.in the scales of good judg- 
ment. A more profitable and gainful calling is not to be 
slighted or lightly considered. “It is lawful and meet to 
look at the commodity of your calling....... you may labour 
in that manner as tendeth most to your success and lawful 


gain: you are bound to improve all your masters talents: 


— = 


1. Steele, R.,The Tradesman's Calling,1684,p.35, quoted by 
Tawney, ibid,p.241. 

2. Baxter, R.,Christian Directory,Tome I,Ch.III, Dir.20,pp.110-11 

mipaee tome L,Cnsky reek, tit.l,Dir.1l1,p.379. 
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but then your end must be, that you may be the better pro- 


vided to do God service, and may do the more good with what 


you have."l "Tt is no sin but a duty, to labour not only 


for labour sake, formally resting on the act done, but for 
that honest increase and provision which is the end of our 


labour; and,therefore to choose a gainful calling rather than 
another, that we may be able to do good and relieve the poor."8 
In fact, a refusal to select the better paying proposition is 
per se a rejection to live according to the destiny laid out 
by God. It is an unfaithful act of an unworthy steward. "If 
God show you @ way in which you may lawfully get more than in 
another way, if you refuse this and choose the less gainful 
way, you cross one of the ends of your calling and you refuse 
to be God's steward, and to accept his gifts, and use them for 
him when he requireth it: you may labour to be rich for God, 
though not for the flesh and sin.° 

The rational justification for this great emphasis of a 
fixed calling is not hard to make out. It is closely bound 
up with the Puritans! whole outlook on life, and engrained in 
their theology. They considered themselves as the “chosen 
vessels and elect instruments of grace" and therefore "bore 
themselves with....lofty seriousness, and with a matchless 


disdain of all mortal peril and all earthly grandeur". * 


~bbid,._Tome..L,Ch..X,Pt..1,Tit..10,..Dir.9,p.378. 

mipic, tome lv, Cb.251, Dir. 1, p.235. 

. Tbiay? Tome 1, Cn.) Pt . 2° Tit. 1) Dire 9, “p.s7s6. 

. Smith, Preserved, The Age of the Reformation, D.i60. 
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Their salvation came by grace as the gift of God, and with- 


out the mediation of any person or institution. Conduct and 


action were never means to this end, though they "are a proof 


that the gift has been accorded" .+ Consequently the Puri- 
tans engage themselves in labour in order to fall in with 
God's plan for the perfection of the individual's moral and 
spiritual life. The calling has a disciplinary value of the 
highest order. The work demanded is not one of atonement 
for moral obliquity, but rather to gain spiritual blessings 
which shall make the Christian life more perfect. It is for 
that reason that men toil day in and day out long after the 
hunger of the physical body has been satisfied. "What is 
required of the Puritan", states Tawney, “is not individual 
meritorious acts, but a holy life".* Therefore, life's ac- 
tivity is to be narrowed to the groove of a calling, and not 
scattered as in the case of a jack-of-all-trades, who is, as 
Mecklin points out, “an affront to God, a moral and spiritual 


menace", "a wandering star in the spiritual firmament because 


he is not in a position to make his calling and election sure. 


An orderly, rational,intensely active life is essential to the 
perfection of every being and to the enhancement of God's 
glory. "Since the aggressively active ethic inspired by the 
doctrine of predestination urges the elect to the full devel- 


ment of his God-given powers, and offers this as a sign by 


1. Tawney,R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitalism, p.230. 
2. Ibid, p. 242. 
3. Mecklin,J.M., An Introduction to Social Ethics, p.32. 
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which he may assure himself of his election, work becomes 
Tational and systematic ."1 

It is interesting to note how the Puritan thus digni- 
fies all work. Even the lowest callings are graced with the 
blessing of God. "If thou be called to the poorest laborious 
calling", states Baxter, "do not carnally murmur at it because 
it is wearisome to the flesh, nor imagine that God accepteth 
the less of thy work and thee. But cheerfully follow it,and 
make it the matter of thy pleasure and Joys that thou art 
still in thy heavenly master's service, though it be about 
the lowest service." In this regard the Puritan, like the 
rest of the Calvinists makes a great contribution to the mod- 
ern world of business, for, as Niebuhr points out in his ar- 
ticle Puritanism and Progress, the doctrine of the "sanctity 
of all work" is in striking contrast to the Ancient and Medi- 
aeval ideals. "This emphasis ...... destroyed the ethical 
dualism that was so characteristic of the Middle Ages, and 
made the ethical resources of the religious life, which had 
been previously exploited in monastic seclusion, available 
eon business enterprise."° 

Having discussed the nature of the Puritan conception 
of a calling we shall now seek to narrow our observations 
to a single calling, namely, that of the tradesman. We have 
already mentioned the fact that the Puritan extols the dignity 


of all work even that which we are now to consider. We have 


1. Troeltsch, Protestantism and Progress, p.136. 
2. Baxter, R.,Christian Directory,Tome I,Ch.X,Pt.1,Tit.1,Dir.12, 
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oe Atesunr .;Oploft: The Atlantic Monthly, June 1926,p.723. 
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also seen, furthermore, that our friend Baxter does not op- 
pose the gainful aspect of labour and trading, when the 
thought of the return is tempered by a desire to do good. He 
geems in a great measure to reflect the spirit of the early 
Reformers in this matter. If Calvin seeks to check the ex- 
ploits of the tradesman by a rigorous disciplinary machine, 
Baxter, without the former's organization, seeks to guide 
and control by verbal means the transactions of the mart. It 
is true that he acknowledges the right ie take lawful inter- 
est, and thereby shows a certain advance over the Mediaeval 
conception, an imitation of the Genevan rule, and a leaning 


toward the demands of a new economic order; but that does 
not mean that he ever loses sight of the ideal of the common 


good. Nor does he dismiss the golden rule from the business 
of trade. All the business man's dealings are subject to 
God's scrutiny and to His laws. There is no dualism in Bax- 
ter's teaching which would separate the economic activity of 
man from the spiritual forces of the universe. 

In this disciplinary light we must view the words of 
the Kidderminster preacher when he deals with the subject of- 
business affairs. He opposes the trader who "seeks to en- 
gross all the gain to himself in a covetous desire to grow 
rich".? As in other callings the dealer is to have the ser- 
vice motive uppermost, not the motive of profit. The seller 
is bound to mix charity with justice when he sells to the 


poor, but when the buyer is in his own class, both are to be 


ee LS 


1. Baxter, R.,Christian Directory, Tome IV,Ch.XX,Tit.2,p.221. 
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gainers by the bargain. If he asks, “May I desire or take 
more than my....goods are worth, if I can get it," Baxter 
ower, "not by deceit, persuading another that they are 
worth more than they are. Not by extortion working upon 
men's ignorance, error, or necessity... .But if you deal 
with the rich, who in generosity stick not at a small matter, 
and are willing another should be a gainer by then, and un- 
derstand what they do, it is lawful to take as much as they 
will give you". In cases where the custom is to ask more 
than the worth, and the people will not buy unless you come 
down from the first demand", the Puritan director's judgment 
is this, "That ordinarily it is better to ask no more at all 
but a just gain". When the worth of a commodity, moreover, 
is established by law that rate “must be observed". Or if 
one goes to the market, "the market price is much to be ob- 
served". "It is a false rule of them, that think their com- 
modity is worth as much as any one will give." Deception is 
not to be tolerated. An article must not be trimmed up so 
as to "make it seem better than it ist? A Christian or even 
an infidel who professes either truth or honesty is not gov- 
erned by the opinion "that Caveat emptor is the only security. 
Nothing should enter "to make a market a place of meer deceit". 
Nor is the trader to take advantage of the ignorance of his 
equal who fails to "foresee a plenty and cheapness in a time 


of dearth". If a dearth is foreseen, commodities may be 


ieetpie, tome 1V,; Ch. XTZ, Tit. 3, p.103. 
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stored away until such a time, "unless it be to the hurt 
of the Commonwealth, as if your keeping it in, be the cause 


of the dearth; and your bringing it forth would help to pre- 


vent ute.2 The golden rules "Do as you would be done by", 


"Love your neighbors as yourselves", "and oppress not your 


poor brethren" are excellent guides in cases of doubts and 
difficulties.” 
While the Christian Directory is a comprehensive sur- 


vey of the whole of man's life, it only touches upon a few 
elements of the tradesman's sphere. Other Christian works 


of the time expound more fully and clearly the rules of his 


calling. Among these books The Tradesman's Calling, by 
Richard Steele, is a characteristic specimen.° The author, 

so we are told, was a victim of the Act of Uniformity which 
deprived him of a country living. His last years were spent 
in London where he ministered to the congregation at Armour- 
ers Hall. The city environment enabled him to gain a clear 
understanding of the independent shopkeeper, who was then 
"the figure most representative of the community of business". 


His treatise is of vital importance to us because it makes 


Te LOL Os... LO: 

Ba Luba, Pp. S06. ; 

3. Steele, R., The Tradesman's Calling, being a Discourse con- 
cerning the Nature,Necessity, Choice, etc., of a Calling 
in General, 1684. The contents of this volume is set forth 
by Tawney,(R.& R.of C.,pp.243ff),whose discussion and quo- 
tations are used freely in the following paragraphs. 
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known "the problems and outlook of the bourgeoisie, in an 
age before the center of the economic gravity had shifted 
from the substantial tradesman to the exporting merchant, 
the industrial capitalist and the financier ."1 

The book contains ideas not unlike those which Richard 
Saunder (Benjamin Franklin) scattered abroad by means of his 
Almanac. Prudence, industry, thrift, and sobriety, are in- 
sisted upon as Christian virtues, and, luckily enough, these 
are the qualities essential to success in trade. "Godly wis- 
dom comes in and puts due bounds" to the tradesman's expen- 
ditures. He is "to live rather somewhat below than at all 
above his income". He must be diligent in his trade for that 
is his "proper province" wherein all "fancies", "understanding", 
and "memories" are to be laid out. Diligence in business will 
hold him to his shop where he"may most confidently expect the 
presence and blessing of God". It will also keep him from 
"needless frequenting of taverns". He should remember that 
He who has given him talents has also said, "Occupy till I 
come!" These talents include "strength", "parts", and "time", 
which must not be wasted in idleness. To avoid ruin the 
tradesman must flee from evil companions and shun their waste- 
ful practices such as gambling and speculation. Even " a pre- 
posterous zeal" in religion may result disastrously for hin, 
especially when he neglects "necessary affairs upon pretence 
of religious worship". True religious worship, on the other 
hand, has a vital place in his life. 


1. Tawney, R.H.,Religion and the Rise of Capitalism,p.244. 
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The main contention of Mr. Steele's book may be expressed 
in his own words, "Prudence and Piety were always very good 
friends......you may gain enough of both worlds if you would 
mind each in its place". He endeavors to demonstrate how 
that end may be achieved by dedicating ones business to God's 
service. Tawney states that Steele has very little to say 
on the moral casuistry of economic conduct, because he is 
permeated by the idea that trade itself is a kind of religion. 
He knows, to be sure, the vrinciples which the earlier au- 
thorities expounded in regard to the ethics in bargaining, and 
yet he doubts their practicability. While Steele does not 
believe that the business man should oppress the poor,corner 
the market, cheat, and the like, he holds that an individual 
must judge for himself the objective standards of a reason- 
able gain, such as the cost of production, and customary prices. 
Then too, he seems to encourage the trader to "take the advan- 
tage which the Providence of God puts into his hands", for 
"God has blessed his trade". “Nothing will pass in any man's 
account except it be done in the way of his calling". Conse- 
quently the tradesman's first “care and business" (next to 
the saving his soul) “is to serve God in his calling, and to 
drive it as far as it will go!. 

This wholehearted approval of the tradesman's calling 
by a cleric was a significant aid to the progress of early 
capitalism. It was a new facet ground on the gem known as 


"Individualism" which came to light as the Reformation and 
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Revolutionary movements broke through the hardened crusts 
of a mediaeval society. It was an indication of a change 
of mind on the part of the religious leader toward the econom- 
ic motives. These motives, to be sure, had long been present 
in the world, for the desire of gain and the love of enter- 
prise are engrained in the human make-up. But their early 
existence need not mean that they were dominant in the social 
life from the first. Institutions seeking to guard the social 
organism from the rapprochements of individualistic tendencies 
helped to hold the capitalistic spirit in check. The institu- 
tions, on the other hand, became tainted by the contact or 
weakened under difficult labor, and gradually released the 
victim of their restraint. Organized religion, in this re- 
gard, has been just such a factor. Once it has been accept- 
ed, its hallowed teachings cannot but affect the whole ort Lite 
including the economic activities of man. It would be strange 
if the general outlook of the economic agent was not affected 
by the constant ethical teachings of the accepted religion. 
The strength of religion in European countries until at 
least the eighteenth century cannot be denied. This prestige 
and power was brought to bear on early capitalism and its 
spirit. And its early control was in a large measure aided 
and made more effective by external conditions which narrowed 
the field of a youthful capitalism. We witness the restrain- 
ing and regulating influence of the Catholic Church, + and 
the later churches of the Reformers. In Genevan Calvinism 


ur 


1. Ashley, W.J., An Introduction to English Economic History 
and Theory,1905.Pt.II,Chap.VI "The Canonist Doctrine". 
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we witness the fusing of two opposite forces, which acted 
both in the direction of restraint and the release of 
economic powers. One was a wholehearted approval of busi- 
ness life and the other rigid disciplinary organization.! 
In the small urban community the fusion was fairly success- 
ful,at least,in the early history of the movement. When 
Calvin's doctrines spread abroad and took root in the Puri- 
tan soil of England, we see the breaking apart of the two 
forces in a struggle which resulted in the victory of the 
economic virtues. Such an outcome was inevitable in an 
England where conflicting interests checked whatever dis- 
ciplinary influence might be exerted through organization; 
where commercial and financial expansion in the sixteenth 
and seventeenth centuries had resulted in a many-sided 
capitalistic endeavor; where social and political conditions 
placed the Puritan on the side of the middle classes as 
against the economic policy of Charles I's reign with its 
elaborate system of state-promoted capitalism; where the 
Restoration brought in new laws excluding Dissenters from 
participating directly in public affairs. Being denied the 
privilege of sharing in the political life of his country, 
the Puritan, having his heart set on some calling in which 
to work out the perfection of his spiritual life, heeded 


Henceforth the calling of trade was to be for him a spiritual 
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1. Tawney,R.H., Religion and the Rise of Capitalism,p.233. 
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refuge, in which he could gain his heart's desire. And 
his hearty approval of the life of trade released the re- 
straining hand of religion from the wealth getting activ- 


ities of man and stimulated the ever increasing growth and 


power of capitalism and its temper. 

It may be worth while to state briefly the results of 
our survey. In the beginning it was necessary to dissuade 
our minds of the notion that the spirit of capitalism had 


its origin and initial urge in the Puritan world. Due recog- 
nition, we felt, must be given to other facts which seem to 
indicate that the capitalistic temper had an earlier start 
and was released by the presence of other-than-religious 
factors. We limited our thesis, therefore, to certain as- 
pects of Puritanism which tended to stimulate business en- 
terprise and to fortify its spirit. And in order to accom- 
plish this objective the subject was treated from two angles, 
showing, in the first place, how Puritanism gave emphasis to 
certain middle class virtues which together constitute an 
essential element in the capitalistic temper; and, in the 


second place, what contribution the Puritan conception of a 


calling made to the world of business enterprise. 

Some of the qualities unanimously stressed by men of 
affairs, as far back as the fourteenth century, were indus- 
try and economy of time, thrift and the economy of money,and 
honesty as the best policy in business. Mr. Baxter,as a 


representative preacher of the Puritan movement, set forth 
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the same identical virtues and stamped upon them the seal 


of religion. In so doing he invested the economic virtues 
with a supernatural sanction, and made them a vital part of 
the life and habits of Christians. It is in this regard that 


we see the close connection between Puritanism and the spir- 
it which controls the business life of our century. This 
spirit received not a little support and stimulus from the 
Puritan's emphasis on middle class virtues. 

The significance of the Puritan notion of "calling", 
on the other hand, was the contribution it made to the world 
of business enterprise. The unfolding of this conception 
revealed the fact that all lawful work is sanctified, and 
essential to the perfection of character. But the calling 
of the tradesman, in particular, came in time to have a pe- 
culiar significance in that it was regarded as the appropriate 
sphere for Christian endeavor. By this emphasis Puritanism 
helped to gain general approval for economic motives which 
were previously hampered by the restrictions and suspicions 
ef religion. In two respects, then,Puritanism fortified 


the spirit of capitalism and economic enterprise: first of 


all, she stressed the qualities needed for success in busi- 
ness, and second, she recognized the tradesman's calling as 


the field par excellence for Godly achievement. 
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